
,ARtY.DAYSHT.N iENTCU  
By Alvin .A....Bash 	• 

I Was born in a little log cabin on jahuary . ..22, .1889 in - . C-nton . 
 County, Texas. •Not.lonr!;. as:0 I...went• by the••old . .farm..rlace:to . -get•a . . 

picture of the. old 107 cabin.. Was•told - that that . old - log.cabin• was. •• 
now the best log Pen .:.in.Denton.. don!t••have.'.a..picture:like• 
Lincoln and - other .famous msn for my•Memory.Hbook4 .  

I do not remember::thelog•cabin but -do...remember a •trip from 
Denton"CoUnty•to.'Collingsworth .County•in - a 
"mOtherBuSh. .drove.aleng. in a . bup - ., -(7y.fol7 'Several 	•the 

and:. she 	crying as:she.handed 	1 -Llother:in-the 
• warron.... - Another'.incidentI . remember .  Was when 'we...arrived . .at the•gote 

where.. we were• to enter..the land• Where .  we'were . 'to•Make•our . .home'two..... 
men :were' sitting 	r e  on 	herseSblOcking.the 	After•a:lot . .. 
Qf to l' ing father.:.reaOh..ed . ..bok in the,.....T , 7agen,: .got 
one tand'with'the roi:7 - ns in the.-other and...said . "Sally, - 'getout,•open 

this•zun::will.cle -a - r - the . i'oad"......MY-advisor doubts that I 
•. CouTd.remember•all..thls . . .7idnen 	Was - only pnEJ..yea± .  old but I remember.it 
OP-it-Was told to te..soimi)reSsibly 	 has always -been• . 'in .  my mind. 
• A few ye,?....rs.'..bac7;c. 1...talked-to:one of the - •men :  who:Igere•.on••thO.h.ores. : that . . 

d.f, -, .,TJanc..1-1e.rememborPd the. occasion . . 	TTe'Sai .1.t•I -Aas 	_ta nd _ n g 
a'sYto-thrfluirchaSe -Thce-Of the 

	

M': , .1-metory is •rather . vaT: 	uo..the...first."•andse?cond - Year in • 
••Collingsworth :County. but •nne thinF•I.db.•etmber as  -a Srow'storm„.... WP •  
were u dugot.-  F(517 two:days. are 	out' the Win5oWs•• 
but.'could:•not.get: the..dbor been. • •Finolly• Papa .  Fot•a window eoen, 
out and dug .  the snow way fro the door. 

Ve.: had 	l.ot of f n then. P e 	nado.a trap. fall Outof:a...wahl - .- .ard. 
proed u- o on• a stic .with .  a 	 :7ched.••••He 

	

. trap snow -birdS : .• qe• • ••.slilrL .:17.71ed 	 far . 	 an('' . .when . thr'Hy •came•••• 
to er , ,t - thofeed.„•hp . • 1.77cl i th4 , -E,trAng. • 	ate'srowbird•pie for days. 

Papa orsarized a shhool, whicli he tflucht. Ee no 	it Fre no. -e 
all went to school - -the first school 	ever attended. The only thing I 
remember aboutthe 	wan a big sand cile in one corner of the dirt 
floor buildinr7. 	In the .:- - 17d -Tor- 	of tin 	had .a 
lesson in measurementslearning 2 	equals a cluart, four cuarts 
mao 	the "firth" Tia , ..1 not 	c..,tat 

time, 	iarrerl, fzinnut 	 One evening after school, a 
started to sad - ",le her 'horse 	 F.'ound a rattle snae 	 sad.r"ile. 
Lavin7 not17ing else 	 -1 71:11 -Mc 	 - ith, paoa . , ,l_Lloned it to death 
with o bridle rein, 

Herbe2t, the oldest child of th e , 	 family died about this time 
and is 'hurled in the Old Tle171 - ngton Ce-letcry. There being rn cemetery 
wheu he died, earn T-ent to town  and - ot a :=7 - rol..in of men together, of an.ized 
a 0(.7actery 1 ,2:ocir' 4 on 	 out .1 ceilet. , ry. Herbert ras tine f',rst 

screen 	 1 . -_ -, 1 - , -21-e„ 	Sever-1 years -- o 	 hed tho old codar T . , oFts 
rerlac 	 -ice - terE 	 The i.1 - 17cri , :tion is "1:er 1 .-ert nen 

of iTa.rve an' 	 TIle First bur.lal in this cemetery." 

	

Drth 	 mut not •1:1.2.76 
nov e l 	 to• -2.Derto 	CoUtv.• The ,.:1(, , ,ed 	 that . .pap2: 

F:ectiOns.(12C0 l'ores). for 28 .horses, • .1 	 coveprod .  
a7On trip 	 to .  DE - ?;: - .1ton Cnu7.7!ty. 	 Iler•-P?7.7torville 



a mile or two south of Double Oa'. School. Thst 	the ,irs organized 
school I attended - -about 1894 or 1:395. 

, 	not•live en the••farmvery long.•••••Papa•bought an:interest.. .1h.  
a store in Bartenvlile. and we moved there... • One interesting ircident . I • . 
remember in connection with the store. was papa's.. rabbit buying venture.:  
He..made•a . •deal with•. -.wa,cton.pedier . froM .Dally . s• to - sell...skinned.  
.dressed ..rabbits on a certain day• shortly before Chris.,ttas... That: created. 
a bj t H ntin spree. 	There was  s.• big .- turnout.en. the• day of the „sale,•• 

•..One••man and...two:boysshowed up. with.a reason Load of li i , e rabbi tS 	He was 
very .disappolnted•mhen• he was..informed that:the••rabbits had, to be dressed. 

• He. had. ever•a..hundred liVe. rabbits, •••• •Saidhe could'have•brought:Intwo 
hundred .dead. ones, • It was Interesting. watching h.im sl.f,..tn,the rabbits. 
I think the••price •was- 10/•.e f7 , .11 • • 

• P -0a.diad•sbaUt•this time... The•ne:tt.reSidence..we.had. was at Little• 
Xlm wherewe....liVed for one 	T hen. Grandpa BUsh- - bouFht...us•a. 
farm on Dee. Branch fromthe•proCeed.Sfrota .SettleMent•ef the store at 
Bartenville... The•-•sehool•wa.Sat Salt Branch, a walking distance  of four 
miles, • ..In.this - School. I:.learneda lot --history, georaphy,...arithematAa • 
and' algebra. ,  :Hut in the_meantIme I.learned .. how hard •it• was .to....make a 

•••11.v1g farm ing the SMall • •farm• iqe had. 	• Grandpa:. BUSh••had....one of 	hands. 
el sput in : the..Crops. Fred and  I had to•.do 	Tom had le-At

hiC•ew n, •.Orie day ....Fred and I:were.startinto... 
D7ow the cotton crop. T  was •holdin.2.7•the .. doublesh ovelHolow .pulled.•Thy•one . . 
mule and•• • •Fred• was holding• the •lines.. Grandma••Bush.•.sho7. ,, TPd up trind•stelptpedi 
us. She gave Fred the hoe and told. him to fellow :behil d .  and cut the weeds' 
the plow 'did not cut.. -Then :she put• the .reins :around my neck -  and gave me 

lecture 	forgotten. She said••7"He...whe. 	tethrive4 
••••must - beth hola. the 'clew And•driVe." • 	did:hold...the:Clow and drive' but 

I didn't thrive. We had to 'Work .  ter. .the neipnbors cic1 ing cotton in 
addition••te our own crop. 

An Arcidert..st•thistime occured that effected the rest of my life 
•.We• : were•eickl.ng cotton.one hot day•and. 	.were :having: a •ooNtest to-• 
see who:could pick.  •the most pounds for the 	T.1 4 -as 	 'to . ..beat end 

near the end -of. the •day I . .fourd• a . green'watermelon 	 trly . row . ....I•T)ulled. t•. ...i 
and put 	 - my 	 •• When. we• weighed.  at.. the end :ofthe day .  I hed. 
sneak my sack.to• the .cotton pile and. empty it and hide the.thelion ...• .I• 
beat themaal, but that night I was suddenly very .si61-1 - .. They saici.. it was. 
sunstroke •or• Sun•fever. • 1. as s5ck for. Etix • weeks, When I recovered,..I. • 
had lost the Thea - r , nr ....r, 	Orie•ear. 	I never. did c ha r: ten t - -"te e 	-T 
always - thouht.it•Wasply. , pu ishmentfor Cheating by.wei.c±hing_the•mellion• - • • 
• in my Cetton.sack..• 

I do Iot.reetter what we earned T_ACI.:-.ing• cotton 	t I do have e. 
very .vivid 	mery• of s . Cotton•chopcinr , : etoloyment,I.' was P t- aged 

	

6n:. aTa7 .-g( of Grandt)a.- -Bush'S. 	•beins - -7.. the youTige - st.boy..iii the bUrch, 
was. to . .rt,et . 	•.1.da31 - .. (sun up to sun.down).. The .rermIar guys Were teet.  

foUnd..OUt later &randpa..waS paving 01.d Zack, a ti71,,big black 
to• he the. leader. 	'ere-. .to....keep - .u . i.c with him. 	I can never• - ..ferget 

the•work:I• out in for 40/..per.day..• • . • All .the money. we• made. froM the .-rar.T.6. 
n H!_ outside S  t:Tork..tfetinto. the common - curse. • Eama Taid•the 

bought our Paothes•for the  ,'?inter. 



A.ChriStmas•about this time, I• remember as - one of the best. • •A group• 
of us were walking.to•Little Eim...the..day .  before•Christma.• • .I .don't.. 
emember .having any spending money but•on• the road.-•Ifound•two whiskey -  •• 

.bottleS.. Those I• sold. to. the .saloon for 10 cents. With this l0 I• took.: 
- a Ohance- - on a.. turkey shoot and. won •a •turkey.. -- They were short on .turkeYs. 
-• and..•persuaded.me to:put.my' turkey ur again .  for another. .shoot'. ...I:),-.cept . One 
chance and•kept - •the .other_90 andI. :mon ar ,:ain. --I:taok.'myltUrkeyand'went.  
home. after .buying 90  cents w.orth• of P7.1 .  eerie's. .. That• -waS.the ..best.•turi-ey 

'. dinner I over .had.....- 

. 	. 	• 

 

The next Year•Grandpa mush hired aman•ard-wifetb t'ke•over 'th. , -. ,  
management of his farms so he could tavel.,.• '• His fIrst..tri Was. -to.St.LULS. 
for. the Worlds Fair in '.1964., 	✓'On •this trlp he...7 :,zas'rebbed•.by•Plok'ebekets.. _, 
•" - on'the•"train.H•He•.said, aS..usual',••he.figUreThOut afterwards:ho it-haper.,ed., 
A nice looking man .bumper • into him in•the isle. .••As.•heWas•apoloizing,.. - , •• 
andther.man bumped into .  both .of them. ..TheV•all aol --- gi-zed'bnt.Whon. Grandma 
17.'ot back .to.his seat he found bis - bilI fold ..was .misEing:', • The e -.' ,,r.t•trie.  he. 
took:. was :to. Galveston. 	This. tlire•he took❑ 	Fred:With .hiI11. - Al:I.Fred- tould...... 

• tejl-us.about.the trip.•Was the •oysters•he--..had• to••eat-nd•.te FArTs" on the. 
• beaCh..' .'' 	•The next trip he toolc me to San PrO,PCisco. -NO•b67 , 7 	7.-1.,:t.SaIf...,...t - i-arh' . 
had heard - •of Sat FraneiSeo.:.-We•.ifot on the.'.train•et Denton...- . 7 1e :went •cljekty 

...clac, ell : c:kty •elack'and .  after. •so.mapy C11017 - tyelaC7,-.7.s.' I- had•to-..5-tO.-toHa..rest. 

....roo,.... Fl.nding:one -at. te erd :of the car, I had ny• firt.et:eerierce• with-a.  
• ehal_..(tpul.T. 	This irlfl' lossed•rne-76 - re. th.ar  tany. • of .t.lio.Si7hts: 11) San 1 7--,-a,-. .'.S36 o 

Aftor - a'Pta,y .in F 1 a:i .n . F - ranolsco, •w . P. wont. ol'1 ..  dowli• to .LoS.An.e3Cs..and . tec.7.•.= , .. 
'::boa..tt-rit to CataLlina -the first ocean trio I•elrerharl-..-. 7:!e-rade.,-thO tv..! -o 

ao*ross t.1 .-O.  Island it a . .stage coach. •• I was . . 1 .5 wears old that Year. 

...After arriving• hack •home '-it was• hard_ o.put.a•cettor •Sack- on_and :get.  .. 

....to work. •' About that 'time Ivy .,sTtt war:ried•.,==.nd .7 .e.lost•611.17.. best:. ect61.-. 
picker, 	 elieve it or• not, Ivawas . a. very attractive and• beautiful .. 	 . 

Ha..d. a•ldt of boy - f1'.1.e - nds. ••JUSt ore instaree..I'll..tell aboUt. her.,. A . .vevy . ... 
digni.fierl,••well. to •de..farmer •Visited us.  .occasionally, .11e .todka-liincx.•to . .. 
 . 	T- _ To 16t.her-wear at• p . old.77ing of.....1 - lis,.•...rv - -- ,. 	T) .1, 	had P.  bOY.•fr'lerid::1 -, y .  thO  

name• of jim..Wail . ,.who lived .  .across.••tlit 'ereeli,.. ' On One. visit, Ira 'let. rrall • . 
put tho . - cIng on his fir:ger al - Id. '`fle..wore:it home,. :Later. the other••uTr: , f-T , : , . ,, ,I. • 

'Iva dian.'t. have his r . ing on.. . .When he .inruired'about. - 'it,. IVa'abriijiarlt• 
defer , ce was '"I hve.lt - hang1.1 -, 8•01:1 .  .`_ ,5 :1, Nail". .. Be1 - .1e , sie•mO, •the..next...time. - ...the . .. 
guy came .  to . ..call',. ..the •rin.17, wa: hanging on.a'Hush.. 	re •glad.•-iva...narried. 
George Bt,.‘tton„: . He had. a rubber-  tired bu, y-_-...t. ' 	first we...had. .eiR?r....seera,....• 

te -- he final sPttl, :r7i6: -. .t th- 	..1.t 7,5 '..0 • 	0,0"-.1..... (la._ 

7.totter.•by .:Ilovinos . .-..to to 	',--.7e7:71 - fove. tonorttn..77: ,efore-Chis -- ,..-'...S.... 7 ."7e' . 1 , :ere 
ving across the• street from••the county jall . :.on•rorth E1211 : - Street,• •. I u• 

a. job at••7feytts ',Palace of. Sv -Jeats - -a :ba,cry ani - 1..Ice Cream..P12jrlOrL-t._„00 
ka - Ti.78e. •There• . were..s6TIo fr . ' , r,c-benef'.its such a - - . .. -1.E. -J7.7R(.7 , :, c6.l , .. -.eard • •iCe c. .reat. 

••7,-11.-1 wPo . .better. thall . -. ..o; ton T , Ic7.7 1 n.:•••1. '''OT7-: 7 7. -. .r. -1 , • - t .1- ::::',7e a. :ear,. •Gera 	 , ---...r1. 
.,. 

wantecl ...I - no to go 1-. 61 .. •tb sOl - loOl.'. He 	ho•7o - nTI - ,. - [ ,, ,- , ,..,?..isle•5 - .„00..a•:wec -1 .7 . ..if. 
'would go .  to .  schbol., 	.Thi-..,s.: . Wor 7 .rd 	03t.  1..fi . 12ch . • 'better. , as I . c( - 1.11j. cefitin ,. 7.e. t° 
work after schooland .SatudaYs,. After comlnup from •a .Corntry schoo71•.- 
and. beinfT, •oUt of. school .  for 7,'.....• year, I felt 11.1o 1 -7.y•to.l,:o• •arlyiltted as a. :  2res? , Tan 
in •the Pento .ri .  Iliil....7h Sc'nool. .• My four.years. a.S . .a....st1 .7 , ..dE .3 -nt ., ....Joe vory••ha . rd and• • - 

...at tithes . vry-e:Ibar -, -as'sinp7.. .. - Eilt bp making noT•;.:Jorfer ..2.t .7. - r ,. .:d .Ne. in.. Math,.• 
HiSteryan--1_• Geo7raohy, I was able to• overcome tho•lo , ,.= 	 des 1r ,  .other . 

 subjects. 



The most memorable event .e.f•m High School days 	the occasion 
of 	debate on which iwas.on-the nep;atiVe side of "Should the•Phililopines- 
ba.Granted .. Their.- Indepandence?"..:•I worked on this for weeks at the 'North 
Texas 	College library.. .As.  a-cOincident,..the debate was held on the 

-date•of:a- very distinguished•viSiter to Denton.• Hy clasing•statementwas. 
". Shall we thrOw — these...ISlandS.-..in the •  arena as a prize to a group of more 
powerful and...ambitious...nations . . by•granting. them their'independence? 
I••say :!.N017„. •I'lost -the decision but-Was conF:ratulated -by William 
Jennings 	T. haVe•teen-a..-Pcmocrat..ever•since..•. • 

After graduating from Denton igh  School, 	e t to a Business Co1.7e , n -e 
_ three months then ; - 7et a job 1_ the Bank :Icing va-ious minor jots. 1.7y 
salary was T.;40.00 a month. tf-Then time Cille to PO to C011OgP that 	a 
vacancy occurred for a, boo1 ,71 ,- .. -eeor,r 5n ti -e 72,ank. I 	been helping or the 
joband 	considered qualified for it. 	Grandpa .flarted me to p:o to 
College. The officra..ls of the  barlk to  7d Crall-7ca 	ti-)ey would ---25.7.7e - me 
the job atIt 7. - 72 - 2. 	I - lc-7rd decision to 	I tool the job because 
I thouff.ht :!:::75.00 a month 	.211 the - .- 10-3ey T , ra ,J1d ever need. The first 
thin 	did was to buy thelittle home on Locust Pt. 2t Hann Ave. , paying 
'-",.100.00 down and -- month or the balance. Tint was the first home 
we had evar had with an _' _Coor toilet and bath.and electricity. By giving 
up 2 collerre education, -ave cur -...nothor a home In which she lived to the 
day of her death. 

The meat eight of my'• - 1.1fe7.1er •c are free,- 	end :pleasant,. 
no.IncoMe.. Takor any deductions. ... .But then World War .  'I 

came . along.... - With .  the.first cell, I went to e n ,Sbrirgs as a :candidate . 
 for. Officers training,- -. After...three weekS• 	iqas: :rejected. .Later 	. was• 

accepted as a•draftee. - inthe. - . reg .,u12r Army. I•did'hOt.. burn . my draft card. - 
 As• we marched.down . ...Hickory .3treet....••to the Deprit,••. 1 remembered the (.3r in 

189 . 8. Shen I ran . . alon,;7•side .the- boys marChin,'17 to .  the depot...to go  t0 the 
Stahish America,n.War.• .•:Fred -  and I . left..for . the: Army - tor„rether. ..1.remeTber 
World. War I as . 2, pleasant•exPeriecc. when ws etorted to- Camp • 

• Travis at•San..ko.tonlo 4  we had•to•reortfor.:arptitude..tests. .Fred• 
the 11.re ahead of roe. Ee••toTA•tamhe --  had. worked• - en...a•:frm, They .asked. 
-11m if he••could•drive.fourmUles•...Fred -  s:id• "we never had•four - 
ore mule hitched to a••dcuble . .shovel -Icandrk Nell out of him." The 

•• 
 

officer 	don't "knew If. the : arrly needs one tuTe -- driVerS 
put .. you down  for the job.."• .1 - .•was 	bookkeepar 	 a . cpclirtant 'and se llsted . . 

-• The•..first - day . .the . ...Sargent . skod - for four.velunteers ta . work e±ourd. - •the 
office.: •I 	 the_ n'ext 	camp 
office.. 

Things hrt, „--;nere 	- P-17.offi Auusto, 
Jeorgia,•.and, then -to Cqtp 7 	2ailed out of.' Yew  
the• Cedric .  in October 	' out or "zew York,. 

the f_;1.7Ap.• 
bathroom..Openincr. out on .7o. one 	round.. •went in,• took Off.' 
my. .clothes end.had•a•ni.ce,..7ong hot 	Got. out, dressed 	'.own.. 
to. Ou.r - quarters..„ . .There 	toel..tied. to the foot of my bed- 	• • 
what thtmennt..: 	to i-±e 	'p tc.;:h.e !:lorning. • T . s 
snort- 7 bUt•learned.a. , :r.ain that... - orlmedoes. not 	on.- the 
bed no -Kt to Mine,I'n.fo. ml .n.1.1,,tes the 	of 	an..'. • the• room 

sarp7,er,lnt . :ca .ale 1n... - -They. warted. men•for . 	 The sergeant  
not to• ta.17.' .e . the••ones 7,.:Ith a towel - tied On the 	 I 	 of 

told to 	 clot Ties. or e d repot on (Teel:: for gu2rd- c'utY.- • I.wa;T: :hot. •f,.7,nd. •  
sweating frem-tho•l.not both but 	 .ent .  UD• to reoort, ..After.the - firt round • 

the deo'k, it ,, , Tas .. so cnld I collE10:3t, • 	 • iale7E -21? 



....gOt - out . until we.ianded.in .Liverool t ...where I was. takon.to. another 
• Host?tal. The first day•I• T.Jas. able 	 h to 	thehospital was Nov.. 11, 
1918. From• then on I.  vas•ln a'restcathP depot in England -doing 

.• accounting. work - -eounting. spoors,..17.nives and'forlc_s and .dresS•eouipthento . 
I soon learned ,.9. shirt .W2E.  1,7,.shi.rt•E!nd•4 paLr. of pants.was a Pair•of 
7pants.rep:ardlesS of condition. .. I soon had traded. .my old clothes for 

. • the  bestin Stock .nd- .. Cathe .eUt.a.best.dressed 	h .Private. . in the AE10 .... •That 
• was a. good life..but.it didn't last...long,•• We were ordered to  

thorning with all ectuil5mentfor••Lnepection to.  .embar for the U..S.A. •On. 	. 
the inspeetien •pxounds••in.•a.•.dLthp,..rainy. field near LiVerpool, 	w we 	ere ..a11- .. 
lined •Up•for 	ction 7:71 -ien the officer .came• - •to..the. - . .:H.e . lool:r.sed.•the over .• 
end s.sked Where- •. 1....p7.ot that uniform. I told him I .had been working :in the- .. 
supply depot and cot. it. • He said:"PUll 'It off••right:now".. • I oul]edit 
off•and.  Waited until.-th sar7eant.went to•the depot for. a privates•

I...uniform. : The. union suit I hal-orl,.....64, -plained,. 7as given to -me at the 
hosultal..by the . :_rqedross.... 

When I came. to at• the hos . 1 - 1, - 	, .I.  didn'.t haveany clothes: not any • 
• of my 'military. eqUipMent, .which -. ,-.Ithinh"lter accounted for the-impreSsion 
. to Others'in.thY:company, .7g. ho went on.to.Tranee, that I..hed• died .on.the 
way.over. '• •This rumOr.  was.  written' home .by some of my.friendS.: .. • But I 
finally provedthe 'rumor talse..by'..Showl..ng..up •in Pe-r7son. 

Homecoming after'..the• 'war „. 	eat.17. -xt. fter all the exciteMent, 
thingswere different.  •The feelingef•all - ,•i..think.  WaS.'rAell expressed.••••••  
in the song "How. yoll.oing.'t6. koep.'em down :on the•farm•after they•-have 

• .seen•Paree?".• it was a' read . j .ustthent-a 	ge 	life.. The beinni:n7H 
.• of the second chapter, t.Thich,.I .  may tellyou•later... 


