*MY ELDOHADO DAYS"
By Alvin A, Bush

Alvin A, Buahrwés born in Denton County, Texas, January 22..i889,
the son of William Harve Bush and Sally Hunsaker Bush, The family
- moved fo ye;linéton; Texas, in Collingsworth County in 1890v1n-a govered
: wagog éﬂdféettled on ?wo sections of achool land and lived in a dugout
home, tﬂy,féther taugﬁf school in a dirt floor log cabin school house,
This was the Fresno School located on a section of land adjoining ours,

After battling the dry weatsér, winds and cold winters for several years,
father gave up, traded his eqﬁiﬁy in the two sections for thirty head of
wild ponles and moved back to Denton County, ,

I weﬁt to_schoél at Double Oak, Little Elm and Salt Eranch,scﬁools
1n’Dentoh}County. Father died in 1898, I graduated from Denton High
School 1n.1910. worked in the Exchange Natlional Bank at Denton until
1918, 3oiﬁed the Afmy on July 25, 1918 and served in the A.E.F, in
England, Afﬁer the end of World ¥Wer I, I‘moved to Schleiéher County.

Before leaving Denton County, Buby Strickland, a girl I had known
- since High School days, decided we would get married after she finished
her school year in June, She was teaching in Besumont, Ruby was born
August 25, 1894 in Collin Counfy, Texns, ¥e were marriéd June 11, 1919
in Shermen, Téxsas, We‘hadbonly one child, Serah Frances Bush born
Junre 25, 1925 in Eldorado. Texas, Bﬁby and I were divorced in 1929,
Buby died in October 1940, R

Sarah Frances Bush married'Georgg B. Spence April 7, 1948. They
now live in Berea, Ohio and have tﬁreevchildren: David Wendel Spence

(born Oct.23, 1951), (Trudy Lynn Spence(born Hay 28, 1954)and
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Christopher G, Spence (born March 17, 1956).

The movs to~Sohleloher County 1n 1919 was for the purpose of
Joining Fred G Smith. 8 long time friend, in forming a partnership to
acqulre the Eldorado Water Wcrks and the Ford Garasge, We operated the
water uérxa, which‘turnished water to the citizens of Eldoraqo for two
or thresvye;rs,then tiaded it for a Seotion of land (Section 140 Blook A}.
We operated‘the Ford Eéalership under the name of Bush—Smith Company
and established dealership garages in Eldorado. Mertzon, Barnhart Big
Lake and BRankin until 1924. Then divided the partnership with Bush
taking the Eldorado Garage andvFred Smith taking the Mertzon Garage and
disposing of the others, | . |

While operatlng the Bush Fotor Comnany in Schleicher County. I had
many interesting experiences, Cn one occasion I wss driving an old V
Fodel T For¢ from Me;tzon tézEldorado, The low gear went out and the
- car stalled 1n-the'vater at Doﬁe'Creek. I had only high and low gears,
The car could not pull it in high 80 I had to back out turn around and
back across the creek and up . a hill hlgh enough so 1t oould get up |
enough Speed in rolling down . grade to take off in high Afé&er
maneuverlng several gates in a similar manner, 1 flnally made it hone
in hlgh gear, -You d41d not darq 1eave a gate open, That&one of the
first thlngs I learned 1n the west--yOu must not leave a gate onen.

All the time we were operqting the Ford Dealershln in Schleicher
County, Frgnk M, Bradley was theﬁmanager of all operations., A Friend-
ship was formed when I first metzhim éhat lasted as long as he 1lived,
One Christmas I gave Frank a new Ford Car. When he drové it héme and

told the ramlly, tha first thing young Bob Bradley daid was to take =
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. and soratched his initials on ghe dooe of the car, He then tolé
nls Dad that he fived it so Mr. Bugﬁ could not sell 1it,

The Bush Ford Garagé; on sevef%l occesions, provided accomodations
for dances for:the pudblic, ‘Thesevd?nces provided a meeting place for
the.géfhering of friends fof the wh}le.county and were well attended.
No admisﬁion wag chargeﬁ and the m&sic was provided by passing the hat,
Our ”best”eustomer* wa.s Mr..é; M, ﬁdwhorter. who camerearly,and stayed
late just to enjoy the musie bﬁt néver danced and was thé biggest contri-
butor, |

Another interesting expeeiehoe‘l’remember wag the first Reodeo I
attended affer arriving in Schleichef;County. I was told that I wsas
. supposed to take some part in the %et?érmance. I couvldn't rcpé, I
bcouldn't throw a steer, I couldﬁ*tliiéb a wild horse, The only thing
left was to try to ride a calf, . I pfbmlsed to ride as & special event,
At the proper tlmé. astréddle a calf{?ﬁith a rope tied around his belly
to hold to, the gate was thrown opeﬂéanﬂ I hit the ground about.the time
the calf did on the first Jump; Afheh évcpuple of cowbcjs on hérses
roped me and dragged me out in front of the grandstand, 1 did not gét
a prize but I got a "Big Hand" ! }: 

| it 18 imvossible to write all of.&y‘ﬁemories of the ten most hapny
years of the fifst 88 years of my life.;

I left Eldorado in 1929, married Hattie Mae Wood August 8, 1948

and livs at 3215 Bowile Street, Amarillo, Texas,




